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20 OCT 1978 


W.A. Barbee 

cW4, USA 

Chief, Declassification Branch 
Documents Division, Joint Secretariat 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Washington, D.C. 20301 


Dear Sir: 


Your letter of 19 June 197! forwarded reproductions of eleven pages 
from the volume entitled The History of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, The 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Wy in Vietnam story of the Indochina 
Incident, 1940-1954. The eaclorgres contained classified information 
attributable to the Central Inte] ligence Agency or its predecessor 
agencies, and you requested that we review the information to determine 
ita current classification. Je have conducted that review and have 
determined that the information zo longer requires protection. On the 
basis of this letter, you are a:thorized to declassify those references 
attributable to the Central Inte}ligence Agency or its predecessor 
agencies which are contained in the enclosure referenced above. 


We regret the delay in reas>@nding to your request and hope that it 
has not caused you too great an inconvenience. 


Sincerely, 


25X1A 


tef, 
Claspifieation Review Group 
Informazfion Systems Analysis Staff 
Directorate of Adninistration 


Enclosure 


Distribution: 
Original & 1 - Adse w/att 
1 - CRG/ISAS w/att 


1 - Chrono wo/att 


U 2 2 
25X1 poA/IsAs/cxcf_——}5kb (19 Oct. 78) Sr rena aed 


JCS review(s) completed. TOP-SEGREL | L____ 25X1 
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25X1A 


25X1A 


THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 


12 October 1978 


Room 5B828 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear[___ 


on 19 June 1978 a letter was sent to your office (copy 
attached) requesting declassification review of 11 pages 


extracted from a history antitled The History of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, The Joint Chiefs of Staff and the War in 


=—_—e-eoooo ee 


Vietnam, History of the Indochina Incident, 1940-1954 


containing information extracted from CIA documents. 


Request that this office be advised of the status of 
the subject request. 


Sincerely, 


LIA boL~— 


W. A. BARBEE 

CW4, USA 

Chief, Declassification Branch 
Documents Division 

Joint Secretariat 


Enclosure 


a/s 
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iG tone 1978 


25X1A 


in > 
ton, D.C. 26555 


25X1A es 


che Joint Chiefs of Staff is continuing to review for 

2 * z s La = a 
ceclassification the histories of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in orcer to cive them wid=- distribution. 


enclosed are reproductions of races from the volume : 
entitled The History of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Joint 


Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietnam, History of the 


Indochina Incident, 194041954.” These pages contain Classified 


information extracted fram. or attributed to, the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 


Request your office zeview these paces to determine the 
current classification of the intelligence information con- 
tained therein, and advi3e this office of your action. FPlease 
return the reprocuctions with your reply. 


Upon removal of the enclosures, this letter becomes 
UNCLASSIFIED. 


Sinearely, 


ii. A. BRRBER 

cii4, USA 

Chief, Declassification Branch 
Decunents Division 

-oint Secretariat 


Enclosures 
pp.37, 47, 71, 72, 234, 
235, 237, 238, 271, 272, 
and 332. 


Cy #1 as oe 


pwnee 


Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236R000100070003-0A~ 


* , Approved For Retease 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236RQQ9100070007-0 


4 ' 


Singie sublect of relte? ter lane “rener 64 Coie, Taper: 
aise agreed that \emira ai ue, Ve ere aad a ees Vonens 7 
Wecemeyer, who nappenea te he: i: wesh. PO a Gis Seay 
concerning Cain . Geners Peg 1 3 

enina crisis with Admira” 
dent Himeeie. On 19 Marc?! 
Pollowing message to Gernerv:” 
geparture in Americar. pol: 
ikth Air Force loaded =n: 


buv unable to move without nerrisstor feos t e 
informal statement of new stticusce US Gavee sens Ff: + 
help French provided such cic:decs rot ivi occere wish 
planned operations. The 4th Air Force meer we rhake 
operations ageinst the dJsnanete tr indo-Sr irs se assist 
the French within the limitations SMDOTA Or te OVS. 


policy."13 


é 
This deviation in tne Préeside 
a SeUUrn LO. Ne oxi eines Vee ty 


should be restored after cne war 

approacn of vast American irnie Lroeate 
indochina. The Presider: instr ni Woderever to 

give the French rae Soc sures be cenaca red an 
direct operations Eainst tne it: one MAG: “Sie 
eerneral to "watch Sererua ro a “den end France 
PoOlieieal achivities. is theo. axe ee Serre. Couiat 

1S to military operations in sicinort c freroe, resistance = 
forces, the only Americans enterin«. Indechina under this 


- 
policy were members of the 983. whose missicr wes to oe. Lh 
invelligence and furnish srm™s io tnese Tigrtins 4 

Panel [mimi 


“T3. (TS) Memo MeFar hand | we Marshall, Kiri, Arrold 
3 : 2 


yt : hee Md SN Pan 2 
Srench liaison i oo Beas aC) VEG. 
Leany to Marshall, Kine lend, Te. Mer 45: (8 

>) - 
aoe Col MeCarthy to Leahy. ip Mar hs AG CY, Bee Pe. 
at — =e 


(") Msg, Wedemeyer maain. WARY BERS) Mt 
HS, MSE file "MAPLE," O610L-2--, vol area rae: 


14, (TS) Msg, Wedemeyer wa Marsnall, CP 
27033, 28 May 45, CCS 385 Chinese Theater (1>- 
Memo, LTC Paul L.E. Helliweil «Cn ST OSS cT) - 


Services Officer. T, "OSS Acsivities in French Trdo-China," 
10 Apr 45, "Trench Indocnins Bile Wo. $3-i, Cnerations and 
General Information." CIA Archives, 
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Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : TI nena ae tw Aone i , ‘< 


: Approved For Relgase 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236RQQ0100070007-0 


tne Britisn Chiefs, wnac are 
to indicate that Britis : 
in Generaél Alessandri and a 


Special precautions wera 
involvement in either Britian 


in the Chinese gone. 4&xyerica> Nr were rttached 7 
vo Chinese forces, but their vole wes cc cerirt in the 
supply and movement cf Chinese troons. ors nersonnel 

also were present in tre Chinese sone. Trdcea, some of 
them had been there since March 2545, vher true United 
States decided to aid the Frency vesistance “orces. But 
during the occupation they were under strict crders to dis- 
associate themselves from the »rencn ard isc »emain aloof 
from Sino-French- aflese relations, lest thev place the 
United States "right in ine middle." Their veqe during 

the occupation was limites to eiding triscne of war and 


n 
internees. Nor were these directives ic be 
When General Wedemeyer heerd that members c°? 
interceded in Franco-Atmalecs > Gisputes, he ordered all 


uniformed OSS Qyrsonnel withdrewn from the Chinese zone | 


Cc 
ken lightly. 
7 


of occupation. 


= Even before Japan Surrencered, the United States had 
begun to’ consider how to «vo‘d involvement ir Britisn 


. 


23. (U) JCS 1475, 17 Aug 45, CCS 387 Japan (2-7-45) 
sec 2. (C) CCS 903, Memo from Ch Fr Nav Miss in Us, 
"French Participation in Surrenéer cf Japanese Forces in 
Indochina," 16 Aug 45; (C) CCE 9023/1, 19 Aug 45; (¢), ccs 
903/2, 6 Sep 45; (S) Memo, CCE Secys to Ch Fr Mil Miss in 
US, 7 Sep 45. All in ccs 270: (L-25-45) (Cc) ccs 644/35, 
28 Aug 45;".(C) CCS 644/36, 11 Sep Ls; (3) Memo, Cornwall- 
Jones to McFarland, "Transportation of “rench Forces from 
China to Tonkin," 13 Sep £5. All in CCS =70 France 
(8-5-4H) sec 6, 

24. (S) Msg, Wedemeyer to CO, oSS°7T CF3X, 24 Aug 45, 
(S) Msg, Davis to Heppner, NF. 33g, 2 Se. 45; (5) Msg, Indiv 
& Swift to Mims, Nr 6849, 9 Sep 45. All in "FTC O3a-i," 
CIA Archives. (5S) Msg, Wedeneyer to CO, OSE, CFB 11209, 
10 Oct 45; (UNK) Ltr, Col Ww. BR. Peers tc CGUSPFST, "SSU 
Personnel in FIC," 2 Nov 45. 30th in "“Tc G32-3," CIA 
Archives... 
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Meise Severe) “LeETETS to meet 
al tie Broher pes spr aq xunming 
mar Broneh-Viet Minh contect 


worthy of note during tris po-tod came acca+ through the 
good offices of the OSS. us ’me OSS channeis the Viet Minh 
sent a message to the mission in PURI Tir nes ners 2 
reforms which it wanvec AUST Pe nec an tes “relivical future 
of French Indochina,’ ne VOrt Mi bh perce chet i 
: 1) ad parliament be eiec-ed bY uriversal suffrage 
to govern the country sre - trencn SCVETnOr att as 
President until inderencerce was s3sures. 
2) independence be giver to Indochina in e 


minimum of five years ar¢ 


2 
returned to it 
was made to the 


to benefit 


from econoric 


) the natural rescurces of 
inhatitarts 
present 


a 
= 


maximus of ten, 


wie rountry be 


after ae compensetion 
holders: ¥eance continuing 
sonecessio:s, 


4) all the liberties describen nv the United 
Tne 


Nations be assured 


The Viet Minh's 
of Colonies de Raymond, 
asda ike, 


sentatives were bound by 


PeCUSST 


TO 


tine 
policies which were incompatin: 


5) the sale cf onium be 7 


Ahe 
his daout 
and M. Sainteny. 


‘ndochines se reanve, 
orbiader,. 7° 


tk oe Peruliy stuaied by Insvector 
Leor. Pigron, General 
in brie?, the French repre- 
a.ready anr.ounced government 


with conditions ses forth 


by the Viet Minh and the lim: cae ices of en euthority. 

In their response, therefore, “rey were unable to offer 

the Viet Minh much hope thet she French Saverrnent would 
look upon the five conditions with favor. Actually, an 
encouraging reply would probs yiy neve come ar « surprise 

to the Viet Minh. 

Wrens 

In the beginning of Surmer, TORS, 258 acvivity in 
indochina increased sharply. Ry the midile of July several 
OSS teams, supplied by sirdrour, were operating in Tonkin 
where they organized and directed cuerrilla acstion against 
Sruemaes 
cuenta 
oe) eon “‘Sainteny, Histoire d'rene Paix Mingues. p.. 57. 
(Translated by author.) ee) eS age ee 
TOF SHCBRT Far oe 


Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236R000100070007-0 


Pa moors 
Bats 2 east 


! 


S229 (4) 


J « Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236RQ00100070007-0 


the Japanese, These teams iso provicec miiitary and 
political intelligence to O33 neadquarters ‘r Kunming. 
The July and August reporvs oi tne head cf wne of the 
teams are revealing. He nai been in -close cintact with 
a Dr. Hoo and 2a Mr. Van (acsually Ho Cni Mint and Gtap) 
for a period of dimost two months. Botn Hc Cni Minn ana 
Giap had strongly manifesved tneir ieee tc the French, 
At Ho's insistence the head ol tne team naa veen compeiied 
to ae a French officer atcvached to ie zroup vack to 
Chin He. also reported that Ho "would welcome a million 
eee to come /to indocni na / but rot any French, 

for Ho considered the returm of any Frencn an "opening 
wedge." Yet the Viet Minn xnew that the Frene?l wouid return 
eventually. When they cid tne Viet Minh would insist that 
complete independence be given to Indcchina after a specified 
number of* years. According to the report, the Viet Minn 
also realized that Indochina would needa outsids technical 


help, The Viet Minh wouid especially weicome United States 
\ aid.33, Clearly, the Viet Minh was locking anead, but as it 
“Mned and prepared for che juture, it was overtaken by 
events. 


When it came, the collaose of Japan was sc quick that 
it scrambled the Viet Minh simetatle. On eb July Great 
Britain, the United States, and China called upon the 
Japanese Government to surrender uncordaitionally. And on 
6 August the first atomic bamb was dropped on Japan. 
Rightly the Viet Minh surmisea the surrender of Japan was 
now a matter of days. The Viet Minh knew that its prepara- 
tions still left much to be desired--in the north it wanted 
more time to train its troojgs ana to cryaniz#e a larger 
following among the broad mass or the population in the 
south the Viet Minn had no miiitary formations worthy of 
the name and less than modexate public support. Nevertne- 
less, the Viet Minh realized that the aecisive moment to 
seize power had arrived. On / August Giap's guerrilla 
formations became the Viet Nam Army cf Liberation, and at 
Viet Minh headquarters Military Order No. i was issued. 

It announced that "The nourinas struck for a general 


offensive on all fronts." [n rapid order tne command was 

issued to march on Hanoi. 4 country-wide tneurrection was 

launched, and a National Coagress was hastily convenec.? 
25X1A (S) (} Sat Aug 45, FIC fize 95a-3, 


si Beets CIA. 
34. Devillers, Histo rs du Viet-Nam, p. 155. 
(Translated by author.) : 7 ee rts 
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concept of operations seems. to have teen «+o oro Ley 
strong points and wait for =he enemy to attack them in 
the hope of inflicting mans: more casualties on the 
attackers than his own forces suffered. In this he had 
just enough success during 1952 to keep his strategy 
from being discredited. The result was “hat the Viet 
Minh forces usudlly held the initiative. 


Unlike General de lattre, General Sxian did not 
wear, Over his soldier's cer, the hat of Nigh Commis- 
Sioner. The duties of that office were given to M, 
Jean Letourneau, who es Mirister Resident, nevertheless 
retained his position in tre French Cabinet as Minister 
for the Associated States. Thus the “rench Government 
returned to the system that nad worked so poorly in the 
years prior to 1951, that ef dividing responsibility 
for French affairs in Indocnina between ea civil ad- 
ministrator and a military commander.+ And since the 
Minister Resident was a more nowerful Figure than tne 
High Commander, the stultifying nand of politics was 
once more in a position diractly to restrain ana blunt 
the sword of strategy. The extent to which volitical 
considerations affected the conduct of operations in 
Indochina cannot be determined, but it may ve surmised 
that General Salan did not nave a free hand. 


ame infortunate ly for the new French Commander, he 


had to enter upon his duties under rather distressing 
circumstances, He had to contend with a general let- 
down in morale following the: death of de Lastre, whom 
many in Indochina had regarded as the one man who 
could bring the war to a successful end. Also, he 
had to give up Hoa Binh, thereby acknowledeing fail- 
ure of the one strategically offensive operation 
undertaken by the French sirte the autumr. of 1950, 
And in addition, he had to fight in the shadow of 
what the French were convinced was a constantly erow- 
ing threat of Chinese Conmurist intervention. Ac- 
cording to a United States Intelligence estimate of 


1. (8) Rpt, Gullion to State, "MDAP Monthly Report 
No. 19 (April 1952)," 23 May 52, 3-3 O91 Indo China sec 
i-A, bk I, DRB AGO, 


oy 
v 
Agee 


far ace me oF; oPLe (A ) 


te 
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.August 1952 "The French /were7 aoprehencive that sub- 
stantial French victories would bring about such in- 
tervention, with which tre Frenen, because of their 

limited capabilities, woulé be unable to cone."2 


Fmogress of the Fighting ir Syri ne and Summer, 1952 


The Viet Minh ettacks acainst the French rosition ° 
ac Hoa Binh hed been accomran_ed by extensive infiltra- 
tion of the Tonkin Delta aras. tn February, when the 
French evacuated Hoa Hinn, tals infiltration grew to 
serious proportions and occasioned the heaviest fighting 
Since 1950; With consideranie Success the Prench em- 
ployed mobile units against che Viet Minh forces within 
the delta perimeter ané by Juiy had restored the area 
to a relatively calm condition. In the process they 
reportedly crippled one Viet Mink division and in- 
fiicted sévere losses on some covher units, thus re- 
ducing the capabilities o- she rebels, and also their 
morale, for several months.3 


» 


During the late summer tre French undertook two 
limited operations south of tre Delta against an iso- 
lated enemy regiment. These. actions were successful 
in producing a considerable rumber of Viet Minh 
casualties but fell short of: tneir aim, which was 
complete annihilation of the vreziment. In the mean- 
time Ho Chi Minh's main- forces revortedly were being 
reorganized and put through @ course of training, 
including cone ned maneuvers, in preparation for the 
fall campaign. 


the Autumn Campaign in i952 
me eRe eater penne SD on . bs 


When dry weather evpearas, at the eng of September, 
General Salan was in a position to attack, and orobably 


2. (8) CIA NIE-35/2, "Pdobable Developments in Indo- 
china Through Mid-1953," 25 Aug 5@,; p. 33; (S) Rot, Gullion 
to State, ."MDAP Monthly Revo: No. 16 (January 1952) ," 

24 Mar 52, G-3 091 Indo Cnina, sec I-A, bk T, DRE AGO, 

3. (TS) Navarre Briering Doc, Jun 53, in OMA files; 
(TS) Ann B to CINCPAC Stat? Sruay, "Evaluation of Military 
Operations in Indochina," 1& Brr ©3, CCS 092 Asia 
(6-25-48) BP pt 9, 

4, Ibid. 


Py 
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. as Qe — 
~ ~—w Pees ee ate ee Sele, 
DELGLE. Bau Mencers Gre. Ge ALOR’ “Soe 2s, Gey Se 
whe Campaign conclude ec 241 Se battle ec contra puted 
Little toward ending the wer and that i+ order to 
achieve an unimportant vichory the d<fSensive-riuded 
rrench Command had tnrowr. Lway @ chance to Paent é 
decisive battle under féavoreole circumstances." Further- 
more, except for the regicn around Wa Sar, the Viet Minh 
remained in possession of tne territory they ned invaded. 
Aithough it was an eres of secondary impertance its 
capture was a psycnclozical and political victiery for 
the Communists and ennanced their nrestige amone the 


native population. 


gn in Tonkin cenvincec many Ameri- 
ess some fairly drastic change was 
auct bf the war there would be a 
prolonged period of stalemate in Indothing during which 
the French-Vietnamese siti oe might well deteriorate. 
Two solutions to this problem were pus forward. The 
first wasi to persuade tne French to acct and carry out 
an aggressive plan of camnaizn aimed «et « decisive 
defeat of Viet Minh forces. "he secord was 20 persuade 
them to give their commanders sufficient forces, pre- 
Terably by raising the numb=r of Vietranese regular 
units, so that even a Salan might be enticed fron de- 
hind his barbed wire tc str’’e a massive blow at the 
enemy. , During tne followin year both solutions were 
tried at once. 


The autumn camvai 
can officials that un 
made in the Heenan con 


The Political Situation. ir irdocrina--io Progress 


7 O 
ft 


it, by the end of 195°, ‘tne military outlook in 
Indochina was dreary, notning in the pelitical scene 
was any brighter. The gover4 qment of Reo ed had little 
more popular support in December than it ned enjoyed in 
January and seemed to have f2w prospects for caining 


such support.in the foreseranie future. Tis ¢ peal Tor 
the average Vietnamese was not. strenstherncdad Ly the 


tore 


ne 


appointment, in April, or jeituerneau as Mivuctster Res 
dent. M. Letourneau was Knowh to regard tic inden son ace 
of Viet Nam as having alreedy been competed and to 
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oppose any major revision of the 8 March hkevords, 2 he 
«French seemed determined so ciing to their position in 
Indochina like a drowning man refusing tc jot ZO 4 SACK 


of gold that is dragging nim down. 


On 2 June, in an efforz to obtain 2 zovernmnent with 
&@ broader base of popular aii regional FESreser va sion, . 
the cabinet of Tran Van Huu wes replaced ov cone under 
Nguyen Van Tah. Unfortunately, Tam wes rot only «4 
French citizen but was well-known as an ardent yrench 
Supporter, even more closely identified with French 
policies than Huu had been. The new Premier made many 
fine promises to the people. which were received with 
Skepticism. He installed a Provisional Nationa? Council, 
ostensibly a sort of representative assembly, but the 
members were hand-picked py him. The Counci] never 
played any important role in Vietnamese avvairs and, of 
course, never captured the imagination of the people, 
In 1952, at least, Tam was unable to do e‘tner the Bao 
Dai government or the French any good.7 


The state of affairs ir Viet Nam during this period 
is illustrated by a passege in the Apr’.1 MAP report from 
the Amefvican Legation in Saigon, 

Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Detense de- 
clared that Government has decided not to call 

up the fourth increnent of conscripts in order 

that funds and present cadres could be used in 

accelerating the formation of two additionel 

regular VN divisions to make a to~al of six Dy 

tne end of 1952. He added that the Graft js in 

any case not a primary source of ‘Manyower for 

the Army in view of the fact that there are 


25X1A 


State, "M Monthly Report No. 19 (April 195°)," 22 May 
52, G-3 091 Indo China, sec I-A, bk I, DRE AGO. 

7. (S) Rpt, Gullion to State, "MDAP Monthly Report 
No. 21 (June 1952)," 31 Jul 32, same file; (S) Geneva Conf 
Background Paper, Indochina Jhronology, pr. fO-71; Hammer, 
Struggle for Indochina, pp. 281-291. 
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in French public opinion. Tne growth of Mendes-Frence's 
following weakenec tne coalition sovernments ani was a 
definite indication tnat France's will to fight was at 
least beginning to deteriorate. 


Early in 1952 the British beran to regard the Trener 
internal situation as sgrious in its possible effects on 
Southeast Asia. in Marah the Sritish Erbassy in Washing- 
ton sent an unofficialstide -renoire tc the State -Devart- 
ment calling attention to recent statenents of “™. Letourneau. 
The Minister for the Associated States ned said publicly, 
in reply to a question wnether or not she French were pre- 
pared to enter into discussions witn tne View Minh, that 
France could. not on princivle reject any opportunity to 

end hostilities. He had also indicated that France would 
not reinforce its troops in Indocrina. This haa followed 
a statement by Foreisn Minister Schuman that France "would 
not refuse an accord which would rut an end to the con- 
flict under conditions which woulé be nonorabdle for 
France."56 .The British also felt there was reason to 
believe that French representatives had recently been in 
contact with the Viet Minh and, indeed, might be seeking 
Russian mediation. ¢ : 


a 


The United States (novernment, however, was not alarmed, 
The Joint, Intelligence Committee advised the Joint Chiefs 

f Staff that while there was a pcssibility of an eventual 
French withdrawal, the Yritish estimate that it might be 
imminent was exaggerated. Reported French approaches to 
the Communists, they wrote, could not be confirmed. 
Furthermore, the factors. disturbing the British had been 
considered in the preparation of a National Tntelligence 
Estimate on 3 March in which United States intelligence 
experts had concluded that the French effort in Indochina 
would continue tnroush mid-1952, This estimate was 


56, (TS) Copy or Urefficial Aide Memoire on "Indo- 
.china" handed by member of Brit Emp to Asst SecState for 
Far Eastern Affairs, 15 Mar 52, CCS 092 Asia (6-25-48) 
sec 26; NY Times, 7 San £2, p. 4, 
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projecte@ through mid-1953 in anotner National Tntel- 
ligence Estimate of 2° Aumst.® 


Despite the fact tha. thesé predictions were borne 
out it is difficult to escape the conclusion, on the 
basis of hindsight, that the United States Government 
was overestimating the strength of French determination. 
American officials, while not ignoring the warning Signals 
that were flashing, seem to nave com*ored themselves with 
repeated assurances by the French Government that France 
would not give up the struggle. They reelized of course, 
that if the situation in Indochina failed to improve, the 
French will and ability te continue resisting the Viet 
Minh would eventually weaken. They thus recognized that 
there was a limit to the time the French government would 
have to win the war before being faced with a collapse of 
the home front. But as late as June 1953 the belief was 
expressed, in a National Intelligence Estimate, that the 
French would maintain their current troop strength (and, 
by implication, their position) in pence through mid- 
1954, albeit "without enthusiasm."58 And too seldom, 
during 1952, did United States officials, in planning for 
and supporting the Indocninese war, Cisplay the sense of 
urgency that would have been called for had the debacle 
of early 1954 been foreseen. 


a 57. (TS) Encl B to SM-762-52, Memo, Lalor to JCS, 
"Indochina," 22 Mar 52, CCS 092 Asia (6-25-48) sec 26; 
(S) NIE 35/1, "Probable Developments in Indochina through 
mid-1952," 3 Mar 52; (S) NIE 35/2, "Probable Developments 
in Indochina through mid-1952," 29 Aug 52, 

58. (8) NIE.91, "Probable Developments in Indochina 
through Mid-1954," 4 sun 5%. 


"OP SECRET 


FreN 
Dé 


Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236R000100070007-0 _ 
Tbs 424) 


ere ] - 


be Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85B00236RQQ0100070007-0 
Ld 


; A major problem was the assessment of the probable 
consequences of a French defeat in Indochina, In June 
1952 the Security Council: had agreed that the loss of 
any Southeast Asian country would have critical conse- 
quences for the United States and would probably lead 
to the relatively swift realization of Communist 
domination over the whole area. But in November 1953 
the Central Intelligence Agency would go no farther than 
to say: "A Viet Minh victory in Indochina would remove 

a Significant military berrier to a Communist sweep 
through Southeast Asia, expose the remainder of that 
region to greatly increased external Communist pressures, 
and probably increase the capabilities of local Communists 
. .. ." However, the Deputy Director for Intelligence of 
the Joint Staff registered a dissenting view: "The 
establishment of Communist control over Indochina by 
military or other means would almost certainly result in 
the Communization of all of Southeast Asia "22 


o . r . 


In Planning Board sessions Major General J. ®° 
Gerhart, Special Assistant to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
for National Security Coureil Affairs, argued convinc- 
ingly in support of the Joint Staff estimates.©3 Accord- 
ingly, when the Planning 30ard ‘submitted its redraft to 
the appropriate agencies at the end of December 1953, 
the principal change in the new policy statement was 
increased emphasis on the dangers present in the Indo- 
cninese situation. The sverting point was the same 
statement that had appeared in NSC 124/2: "Communist 
domination, by whatever means, Of all Southeast Asia 
would seriously endanger :n the short term, and critically 
endanger in the longer term, United States security 
interests." The redraft, thanks to General Gerhart's 
pleading, pointed out that the loss of Tndochina would 


_ _ 2&8, (TS) SE-52, CTA £¢ Est, "Probable Consequences 
1 Non-Communist Asia cf Certain Possible Developments in 
sudocnina Before Mid-1954," 10 Nov Bas Daly CLG Ties, 
23. (TS) Interv, Samuel A. Tucker with Lt Col J.W, 
Vogt, Office of the Spec Asst to JCS for NSC Affairs, 
4 Jan 55, memo in JCS HS files. (TS) "An Account of the 
avents and Decisions Leading to the loss of North Tndo- 
china," prepared for the racord by the Office of the 
Spechsst to JCS for NSC Affairs, lst Draft, 25 Oct 54, 


pp. 26-27, (Hereinafter cited as Gerhart Mocount.") 
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